An  Environmental  - ?ct»on  Agency  official  said  Sunday  she  doesn't 
believe  wildlife  will  suffer  $ < j lificant  health  impacts  from  the  large  volume  of 
wastewater  that  spilled  fi  i abandoned  mine  in  southwestern  Colorado. 


The  ERA  also  said  tne  amount  of  heavy-  met  .1 1.  :e  .vastewatei  that  spilled  from  Colorabe'eCTold' 
King  Mine  into  the  Animas  River,  tutnlftcj  the  write:  a mucky  o!  ange  and  then  yellow,  is- three  times 
larger  than  Its  initial  estimate. 


T e agency  now  says  3 million  • i ms  sprite  ' • •-  , ¥%•>  .nesday  and  Thurse  - . instead  of 
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Hi©  disc olored  water - om  the  spill  sfe  etched  more  man  100  miles  from  whe  e it  or  iginated  near 
Colorado's  historic  mining.  town  of  SJlver  u.m  -mo  me  Mew  Mexico  municipalities  of  Farmington. 
Aztec  and  Kirtland. 

The  leading  edge  of  the  plume  was  lie-  fed  tow  i 1 Utah  « tid  Montezuma  Creek  near  the  town  of 
Bluff,  a tourist  destination.  The  town,  which  is  » :,<o.u  atfed  by  & few  hundred  people,  is  surrounded 
by  scenic  sandstonebluffs. 

Locat  officials  were  preparihg  to  shutdown  two  wells  thatserveMontezumaCreek,  said  Rex 
Kontz,  ddputy  gene  nal  manager  for  the  Navajo  Tribal  Utility  Authority, 
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